618 NEW MINERAL NAMES

The American Petroleum Institute of Dallas, Texas, has published Preliminary Report
No. 1, Clossary of Clay Mineral Names by Paul F. Kerr and P. K. Hamilton of Columbia,
University. This useful compilation gives definitions, brief descriptions, histories, and
main references to 246 minerals and mineral substances belonging to the clay group and to
closely allied groups.

E. Wu. HEINRICH
University of Michigan

NEW MINERAL NAMES

Koktaite

Joser SEkaNINA, Koktaite, a new mineral of the syngenite group: Acte Acad. Sci. Nat.
Moravo-Silesiacae 20, No. 1, 26 pp. (1948) (Czech with French summary); through
Mineralog. Abs., 10, 352 (1948). Pseudomorphs after gypsum were found, associated with
gypsum, mascagnite, and ammonium alum in a lignite mine at Zeravice near Kyjov, south-
east Moravia. X-ray photographs are similar to that of syngenite. The optical data agree
with those determined on artificial ammonium syngenite, (NH),Ca(SOy):- H;O. The
crystals are monoclinic, acicular, with the forms: {100}, {110}, {001}, {011}, and {101},
no cleavage, twins on {100} frequent. Optically biaxial, neg., a= 1.524,=1.532, y=1.536,
2V 72°. Sp. gr. 2.09. Decomposed by water with precipitation of gypsum. Origin of name is
not stated in abstract; perhaps named for J. Kokta, who analyzed the artificial salt.

MicHAEL FLEISCHER

Dervillite

R. WEnL, La dervillite, espece minerale nouvelle:

Rev. sci. nat. Auvergne, Clermont-Ferrand, 7, 110-111 (1941) ; through Mineralog. Abs.,
10, 353-354 (1948).

“‘Small (0.3 mm.) crystals found in a cavity in native arsenic from Gabe Gottes mine,
Sainte-Marie-aux-Mines, Haute-Rhin (=Markirch, Alsace) are brownish-black with
metallic luster, black streak, low hardness, very brittle, and show at least one direction of
cleavage. They are soluble in HNOj ,and contain Sb, Pb, perhaps also Bi, and little sulfur.
A crystal measured by H. Ungemach, monoclinic, @:5:c=1.0691:1:1.4853, with 8 forms,
has been lost, and no more material has been found. The ¥-ray powder pattern is distinct
from that of lautite and other minerals from the locality.”

Discusston: It is regrettable that the literature should be burdened with a name for

such incompletely described material.
M. F.

Varlamoffite

H. BurrcENBACH, Les mineraux de Belgique et du Congo Belge 1947, pp. 182-183; from
unpublished work by DeDycker.

Name given to a yellow, earthy, porous mass of density 2.52 to 2.61 and supposedly
H>SnOs. The average of three analyses by Mlle. Gastellrei gave H,SnOs 59.22, SnO, 25.55,
SiCs 1.68, Fe.0; 9.45, Al:O, 2.22, H,O 2.12; sum 100.24%. Occurs in tin-bearing veins of
Kalima and other regions of Mamiema, Belgian Congo.

Discusston: Compare the similar souxite (4. M ineral., 32, 372, 1947).

M. T.
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Phosphoscorodite

T. N. SuapLux anp Y. S. NEsTEROVA, Phosphoscorodite from Blyav (southern Urals):
Zapiski Vserossii Mineral. Obshchestva (Mem. soc. russe mineral.), 76, 212-215 (1947);
through Chemical Abstracis, 43, 2898 (1949).

Analysis of finely crystalline white material in the oxidation zone of the pyrite deposits
of Blyav gave: As;O5 26.12, P;05 16.03, SO 1.82, Fe0, 40.32, TLO 16 46%. G.=3.35-3.5;
o=1.758-1.762, v=1.777-1.789; biaxial, positive.

Discussion: The composition, as given in the analysis above, corresponds to 50.2%
scorodite, 49.8% strengite, but the optical data indicate a composition closer to that of

scorodite. The new name is unnecessary; phosphatian scorodite should be used.
M. F.

Paraguanjuatite

PauL RampoHR, Las especes mineralogicas guanajuatita y paraguanajuatita: Comile
Direct. Invest. Recursos Minerales Mexico Bol. 20, 1-15 (1948). .

A portion of some specimens of guanajuatite, Bis(Se, S)s, from the type locality, the
Santa Catarina Mine, Guanajuato, Mexico, were found to be rhombohedral paramorphs
after the original orthorhombic mineral. The rhombohedral mineral, named paraguana-
juatite, corresponds to BisSes synthesized by Carpanese, Periodico Mineral. (Roma) 8,
289-200 (1937). Optical and x-ray data are given. From powder photographs, a0=4.076 A
co=54.7 A. The structure is similar to those of tetradymite and tellurobismuthite.

M. F.
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NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL NEWS RELEASE

Appointment of Dr. David M. Delo of Washington, D. C., as the first Executive
Director of the American Geological Institute, was announced today (June 3, 1949) by
Dr. Detlev W. Bronk, Chairman of the National Research Council.

American Association of Petroleum Geol- Paleontological Society





