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Rosenhahnite, CarSirOr(OH)r: crystal structure and the stereochemical configuration of the
hydroxylated trisilicate group, ISisO8(OH)r]
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Abstract

Rosenhahnite, Ca'SisOr(OH)r, is triclinic, with cell dimensions a : 6.955(2\, b = 9.484(2), c
: 6 . 8 1 2 ( 2 ) A , a : 1 0 8 . 6 4 ( 2 ) , 0 : 9 4 . 8 4 ( 2 ) , r : 9 5 . 8 9 ( 2 ) o ; s p a c e g r o u p P T , Z = 2 . T h e c r y s t a l
structure has been determined by the symbolic addition method and refined by the method of
least-squares using anisotropic temperature factors for all atoms except hydrogens, for which
isotropic temperature factors were used. The R factor is 0.035 for 3071 reflections measured
on an automatic single-crystal diffractometer. The estimated standard deviation of Ca-O and
Si-O bond lengths is 0.0024.

The crystal structure of rosenhahnite consists of Ca(1)Oz, Ca(2)Ou, and Ca(3)O' polyhedra
and insular [SirOs(OH)r] groups. The trisilicate group with point symmetry I consists of a
central SiOn tetrahedron sharing corners with two adjacent SiOr(OH) tetrahedra. The
Si-OH(nbr) bonds (av. 1.662A) are significantly longer than the Si-O(nbr) bonds (av.
1.6034); the Si-O(br) bonds average 1.6564.. The two Si-O-Si angles are 146.1 and 128.0'.
One hydrogen atom bonds the trisi l icate groups in l inear chains, and the other l inks adjacent
trisilicate groups across symmetry centers into a three-dimensional array. The lack of symme-
try in the trisilicate group, along with significant differences in the dimensions of the three
silicate tetrahedra, is attributed to electrostatic interactions between the nonbridging oxygen
atoms and Ca2+ ions, which are asymmetrically distributed around the trisilicate group. The
bond length variations in the group are rationalized using a semi-empirical molecular orbital
theorv.

Introduction

The hydrous calcium silicate mineral rosenhahnite
was first described by Pabst et al. (1967) from Men-
docino County, California, where it forms narrow
buff- to white-colored veins in brecciated fine-grained
metagreywackes. In these veins, rosenhahnite occurs
in association with pectolite, xonotlite, and datolite.
Dunn (1975) has described rosenhahnite from Dur-
ham, Wake County, North Carolina, where it occurs
in association with prehnite, gyrolite, dkenite, and
apophyllite.

Pabst el al. (1967) proposed the chemical formula
of rosenhahnite as (CaSiOr)r.HrO. They showed that

the complete dehydration of rosenhahnite crystals at
420o-540"C results in single crystals of p-CaSiOa
(wollastonite), which maintain a perfect topotactic
relation to the parent rosenhahnite. To clarify the
structural basis for this topotactic thermal reaction,
the structure determination of rosenhahnite was un-
dertaken by us a few years ago. While this study was
in progress, Jeffrey and Lindley (1973) published a
short note indicating that the strugture of rosen-
hahnite contains SisOs(OH), groups and the chemical
formula should be written as CaaSiaOs(OH)r. They
further showed that the trisilicate groups are ar-
ranged as hydrogen-bonded linear chains in the struc-
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ture, and the dehydration involves joining of these
trisilicate groups in chains by splitting out water
molecules. They did not publish atomic coordinates
for rosenhahnite, nor the exact dimensions of the
trisilicate group.

Because  the  hyd roxy la ted  t r i s i l i ca te  g roup
Si3Os(OH), is relatively rare in sil icates, and its exact
configuration is of interest from the point of view of
chemical bonding, we decided to complete our study
and publish our results independently (Wan and
Ghose,  1975).

Crystal data

The unit-cell dimensions of a small cleavage frag-
ment of rosenhahnite from Mendocino County, Cali-
fornia, were determined by least-squares refinement
using l5 reflections with2i values between 35 and 45'
measured with MoKa radiation on a single-crystal
automatic diffractometer (Table l). Pabst et al.
(1967) could not distinguish between two possible
tricl inic space groups, Pl and Pl, from crystal mor-
phology. The N(z) test of the measured intensities
indicated PT as the most probable space group, and
this was subsequently confirmed through the determi-
nation and refinement of the structure.

Collection of intensity data

Intensity data on a cleavage fr4gment (0.2 X 0.2 X
0.2 mm) of rosenhahnite were collected by the 0 - 2n
method on a computer-controlled automatic single-
crystal diffractometer (Syntex Pl). MoKa radiation

Table l .  Rosenhahni te:  crystal  data

Rosenhahnite, CarSirO, (OH),

Buf f -co lo red  tabu la r  c rys ta ls

from Mendocino County, Califonia

ROSENHAHNITE

(50 kV, 12.5 mA), monochromatized by reflection
from a graphite "single" crystal, and a scintil lation
counter were used for the data collection. All reflec-
tions within 20 < 65o were measured. The mimimum
scan rate was lo/min. A total of 307 I reflection in-
tensities were measured, out of which 424 were below
3&(1), where a(1) is the estimated standard deviation
of the intensity 1, as measured by the counting statis-
tics. For / less than 0.7 AQ),1 was set equal to 0.7 6(I),
regardless of whether 1 was positive or negative. The
intensities were corrected for Lorentz and polariza-
tion factors, and an approximate absorption correc-
tion was applied, assuming the crystal to be a sphere
with a diameter of 0.2 mm.

Determination and refinement of the crystal structure

Since rosenhahnite is triclinic, space group Pl, and
contains no heavy atoms, it is an ideal candidate for
structure determination by direct methods. The struc-
ture has been determined by the symbolic addition
method (Karle and Karle, 1966). E values were calcu-
lated for all reflections. The following three reflec-
tions with large E-values were assigned signs, so as to
define the orisin:

k I sign

30+
a a- L  Z  - T

l - 8 - 5

In addition, the following three reflections with large
f-values were assigned symbols:

k I symbol

In addition to these six reflections, phases of 255
additional reflections were defined in terms of signs
and symbols, from which eight E-maps were calcu-
lated. One E-map showed the correct structure,
which yielded the positions of 3 Ca, 3 Si and 8 O
positions. For this E-map, out of a total of 261 reflec-
t ions used, signs of l3 l  were "*" and 130 "- ."  The
three symbols e,f, g turned out to be -, -, and t
respectively.

A difference Fourier map, calculated following a
structure-factor calculation, yielded the positions of
two missing oxygen and one of two hydrogen (H2)
atoms. The position of the second hydrogen was

h

0

9

h

0

7

4

2e

6 f
- l  C

0

-4

3
a  =  6 .955 (2 )A

b  =  9 .484 (2 )

o  =  1 0 8 . 6 4 ( 2 ) '

g  =  94 .84 (2 )

c = 6 . 8 r 2 ( t )  y =  9 5 . 8 9 ( 2 )

Cel l  volume: t  ZO.ZS(t t )X3

Space group: Pl

Cel l  conrent :  2[Carsl rOr(0H)rJ

- ?
Dr t  2 .89  g  cn  

-

- ?
D o t  2 . 8 9 5  g  c m  

-

u(Mo(o) z 23.32 ctr-l

C r y s t a l  s i z e :  0 . 2  x  0 , 2  x  0 . 2  m
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found from a subsequent difference Fourier map. At
this stage, the R factor was 0.15 for 3071 reflections.

The refinement of the structure was carried out by
the method of least-squares using the program
RFINE (Finger, 1969). Atomic scattering factors for
Ca, Si, O, and H were taken from Cromer and Mann
(1968). Anomalous dispersion corrections were made
according to Cromer and Liberman (1970). The ob-
served structure factors (Fo's) were weighted by
l/d"(Fo), where &(f'o) is the estimated standard devia-
tion of Fo, as derived from counting statistics. Three
cycles of refinement using isotropic temperature fac-
tors, followed by three more cycles using anisotropic
temperature factors for all non-hydrogen atoms and
isotropic temperature factors for hydrogen, reduced
the R factor to 0.035 for 3071 reflections. At this stage
the average parameter shift/error was 0.01, the max-
imum being 0.04.

The atomic parameters are listed in Table 2. The
estimated standard deviations in parameters of ther-
mal ellipsoids, as well as in bond lengths and angles,
have been calculated using the program ERROR
(Finger, 1972, pivale communication). The thermal
ellipsoids are listed in Table 3 and bond lengths and
angles in Table 4. The average estimated standard
deviation in Ca-O and Si-O bond lengths is 0.0024
and in O-Ca-O and O-Si-O angles 0.06 and 0.09o,

respectively. A list of observed and calculated struc-
ture factors is shown in Table 5.'

Description of the structure

The crystal structure of rosenhahnite consists of
hydroxylated trisilicate groups, Sisos(OH)r, and
three nonequivalent calcium polyhedra.

Stereochemistry of the Si"O"(OH), group

The trisilicate group consists of a silicate group
sharing two of its corners with SiO'(OH) groups.
Although the maximal symmetry of the group is
mm2, it is distorted and possesses point symmetry l;
the two SiOs(OH) groups are quite different in terms
of Si-O bond distances, and O-Si-O angles (Fig. I ).

The central Si(2)O. tetrahedron shares O(4) and
O(7) with Si(l ) and Si(3) tetrahedra respectively. The
Si(l)-O(4)-Si(2) angle is 146.lo, whereas the
Si(2)-O(7)-Si(3) angle is 128.0o. The Si(2)Oa tetrahe-
dron shows the maximum angular distortion, with
the smallest O-Si-O angle being 99.8o and the largest
ll4.4o. The smallest O-Si-O angle involves the

' To obtain copy of this table, order Document AM-76-034 from
the Business Office, Mineralogical Society of America, 1909 K
Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006. Please remit $1.00 in ad-
vance for the microfiche.

Table 2. Rosenhahnite: atomic positional
temperature factors (XlCl6): exp I s a

1-r t
\  , = r  j : r

and thermal

,,O,OUl
parameters (with standard deviations in parentheses). Form of anisotropic

Atorn r ! B  e q . * B r  r B z z R ^  ̂ 3 z sB r gB t z

ca(1)
ca(2)
c a ( 2 )

s1 (1)
s 1  ( 2 )
s i ( 3 )

o  (1 )
0  ( 2 )
o ( 3 )
0  (4 )
0  ( s )
0 ( 6 )
o ( 7 )
o ( 8 )
o  (9 )
o  (10)

H(1)
H(2)

.279e3(6)

.09se9 (6 )

.84648(6)

.30412 (8 )

.62432(8)

.  80203 (8 )

.L928(2)

.  soo3 (  2 )

.rs94(2)

.  3938 (2 )

.7  694 (2 )

.408s  (2 )

. 7 Z r r ( 2 )

.6082(2)

.8s60 (2 )

. e 7  4 8  ( 2 )

. s24 (8)

.602(6)

. 3 4 s 0 3 ( s )

. 68010 (s )

.  008s8 (s )

.04876(7)

.  661s1 (  7 )

.37  614 (7  )

.o87 4  (2 )

.9696(2)

.9480(2)

. 2 L 3 2 ( 2 )

.7  2s4  (2 )

.s93r(2)

.  s330 (2 )

.2e50(2)

. 2 7 1 6 ( 2 )

.4r93(2)

.101 (6 )

.342(4)

.1840s (7)

.24zes (7 )

. 2 6 7  0 4  ( 7  )

.277 L8(9)

.32901(9)

.27028(e)

.0902 (  3 )

. 2 1 3 1  ( 3 )

. 3668 ( 3)

.4471(3)

.1969 (3 )

. 2 O 7 r ( 2 )

. 4 1 2 8 ( 2 )

. 0911 ( 3)

. 401s ( 3)

.147s  (  3 )
- .  1 2 2  ( 8  )
- .  020 (6 )

0 . 6 6 9 ( 7 )  2 8 8 ( 7 )
0 . 6 4 3 ( 7 )  2 7 2 ( 7 )
0 . 6 9 8 ( 7 )  3 1 9 ( 7 )

0 .494(9)  r87  (10)
0 .482(9)  173(10)
0 . 5 0 6 ( 9 )  1 9 7 ( 1 0 )

0 .83(2)  493(29)
0.99 (3) 323(29)
0.75(2) 334(28)
0.80(2) 39r(29)
0 . 6 8 ( 2 )  2 8 7 ( 2 7 )
0.67 (2) 264(27)
o . 7 r ( 2 )  4 0 6 ( 2 8 )
0.82(2) 323(28)
o .79(z )  474(30)
0 . 7 3 ( 2 )  2 7 4 ( 2 7 )

3 . 0  ( 1  .  3 )
0 . 8  ( 8 )

207  (4 )  43J (9 )
203(4) 388(9)
236(5) 3s0(9)

171(6) 282(L2)
17s (6 )  26L ( r2 )
18s(6) 286(L2)

26s(r7)  357 (33)
298  (19 )  611  (37 )
226 (L7 )  505 (34 )
2rr(r7) 414(33)
276(L7) 4or(32)
227 (L6) 360 (32)
224(L7)  3s5(32)
287(18)  442(34)
23s(L7)  438(34)
301(18)  428(33)

1 6 ( 4 )  5 ( 6 )  s 3 ( 5 )
22(4)  2 (6)  21(s )
23(s )  -ss (6)  16(s )

-11(6)  e (8)  r4 (7)
- 8 ( 6 )  - 6 ( 8 )  4 ( 7 )
10(6)  o (8)  31  (7 )

-14(18) -Lrg|J4) 7L(2C)
66(18) 49(2s) -Lo7 (22)

-45(17) 34(24) 103(19)
-37 (r7) s6(24) -74(r9)
18(17) 67 (23) r27 (r9>

-52(17) -48(23) ls(19)
8s(17) 14(24) 38(19)

-44(18) -LO4(24) 42(20)
7208) 8(24) 104(20)
11(17)  86(23)  116(20)

Equivalent  lsotropic temperature factor  calculated f rorn B. . . rs.
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Atom Axls

L

bridging oxygens O(4) and O(7), which comprise a
shared edge with the coordination polyhedron about
Ca(1). Of the two bridging bonds, Si(2)-O(7)
(1.677A) is much larger than the Si(2)-O(4) bond
(l.63lA). The Si-O(br) bonds are significantly longer
than the two Si-O (nbr) bonds, which average
l .6 l0A.

Table 3 Rosenhahnite: thermal ellipsoids (with standard devia-
tions in parentheses)

The Si(l)O'(OH) tetrahedron has two short
Si-O(nbr) bonds averaging l.60lA and two long
bonds, one of which is a Si-O(br) bond, Si(l)-O(4),
1.639A, and the other is a Si-OH(nbr) bond, 1.648A.
The O(2)-H(l) distance is 0.74 (a : 0.05)A, and the
Si(1)-O(2)-H(l)  angle is l l l  (& :  4)".

The terminal Si(3)O3OH group is slightly larger
than the Si(l)O3(OH) group, the average Si-O dis-
tances being 1.637 and 1.622A respectively. Again,
the two Si-O(nbr) bonds (av. 1.598,{) are much
shorter than the other two Si-O bonds, one of which
is a Si-O(br) bond 1.677A, and the other is a
Si-OH(nbr) bond 1.6764. These two long Si-O
bonds within the Si(3)O3OH group are significantly
longer (by 0.03,{) than their counterparts within the
Si(1)O'OH group. In each case, however, the
Si-OH(nbr) bond is significantly longer than the
Si-O(nbr) bonds. The angular distortion within the
Si(3)OsOH group is slightly larger than that within
the Si( I )O,OH group; in the former case, the O-Si-O
angles range from 101.0 to ll4.lo, and in the latter
from lM.2 to l14.l'. The O(8)-H(2) distance is 0.994
(a : 0.04A), and the Si(3)-O(8)-H(2) angle is ll l (,i
= 2)", which is close to the ideal tetrahedral angle.

Hydrogen bonding

The trisilicate groups are hydrogen bonded in
l inear chains through O(2)-H(l) . . .O(8) bonds
tO(2)-O(8) 2.681A1 (Fig. 2).  The hydrogen bond is
nearly l inear,  the O(2)-H(l) . . .O(8) angle being
172@ : 6)'. The hydrogen-bonded linear silicate
chains are cross-linked by nearly linear O(8)-H(2)
.  .0(6) bonds to(8)-o(6) 257sA and o(8)-H(2)
. ' .0 (6 )  ang le  176(6  =  4) ' l  (F ig .2 ) .  The hydrogen
bond involving H(2) is much stronger than that in-
volving H(1). This is consistent with the fact that the
temperature factor for H(2) is much smaller than that
for H(l)  (Table 2).

Calcium polyhedra

The Ca(l) atom is seven-coordinated, the Ca-O
bonds ranging from 2.319A to 2.618A, with an aver-
age Ca-O distance of 2.453A.If the long Ca(l)-O( )
bond is neglected, the Ca(l)O. polyhedron can be
considered as a distorted octahedron with octahedral
O-Ca-O angles ranging from77.9" to I12.3" (Fig. 3).
The Ca(2)O. polyhedron is a distorted octahedron
(Fig. 3); the Ca-O bonds range from 2.3054 to
2.507 A, with an average of 2.394A. The octahedral
O-Ca-O angles range from 73.0o to 110.9'. The
Ca(3) atom is seven-coordinated, the Ca-O bond
lengths ranging from 2.290A to 2.917 A, with an aver-

f I U t  ^ ^ ^ t  ^  / o \  . , .
anpl t tude Angre (- )  wiEh respect  to

(A) +a +b +c

c a ( t )  1

Ca(2) I
2
a

ca (3 )  I
2
J

s1 (1 )  1
2

s i ( 2 )  1
2
J

s i  ( 3 )  1
2
3

o (1 )  1
2
3

o ( 2 )  1
z
3

o ( 3 )  1
2
3

o ( 4 )  1
2

o (5 )  r
2
?

o ( 5 )  1
2
J

o ( 7 )  I
2
?

o (8 )  1
2
3

o ( 9 )  I
2

o (10 )  1
2
?

0 .081
0  . 090
0 . 1 0 4

0 . 0 7 7
0 .085
0 . 1 0 6

0 . 0 7 3
0 . 0 9 4
0 .  111

0  . 063
0 . 0 7 5
0  . 096

0  . 060
o . o 7  4
0 . 0 9 7

0 .  066
0 . 0 7 7
o . 0 9 4

0 . 0 7 5
0 . 1 0 7
O . L 2 L

0 , 0 7 9
0  . 090
0 .  152

0 . 0 7 8
0  . 103
0 .108

0 . 0  6 9
0 . 0 9 5
0 . r29

0  . 080
0  . 0 9 1
0 . 1 0 6

0  . 064
0 . 0 9 6
0 .  111

0 . 0 8 2
0 . 0 9 0
0 .  110

0  . 0 7 0
0 .  111
0 .  118

0 .092
0 . 0 9 6
0 .  111

0 . 0 7 7
0 .  096
O . L L z

1s8  (  7 )  73  (4 )  72  (4 )
L20 (7 )  r 2s (6 )  108 (3 )
84 (3 )  r 34 (s )  27 (5 )

r42(LL) 69(4) 6r(6)
51  (  11 )  64 (6 )  7L (4 )
8s (2 )  143 (4 )  35 (4 )

128(4) 77 (2)  44(2)
47  (4 )  63  (  3 )  7  6 (3 )

los(3)  33(3) r37 (4)

1s4 (10 )  69 (6 )  72 (6 )
12 r (8 )  10s (4 )  r 27  (7 )
80  (3 )  27  (4 )  L32 (4 )

150  (9  )  72 (4 )  65  (6 )
12s  (8 )  10s  (3 )  r 24 (6 )
84 (3 )  2s (4 )  131 (4 )

r s e ( e )  8 1 ( 4 )  6 8 ( 7 )
119(e) 107(4) ] -27 (7)
88 (3 )  22 (5 )  130 (s )

120 (8)  86(6) 3z-(7)
87  (10 )  170 (8 )  6L (7 )

141 (10 )  100  (9 )  r 13 (9 )

59(2L) 61(11) 66(8)
23 (26 )  107  (13 )  110 (15 )
88 (2 )  143 (s )  34 (5 )

r46 (L2 )  50 (12 )  98 (8 )
9e (24 )  88 (2s )  l s7 (13 )

L26(36) r37 (36) 77 (29)

1 0 0 ( 7 )  5 2 ( s )  s 6 ( s )
30 (8 )  93 (6 )  67  (8 )

108  ( s )  143 (7 )  43 (6 )

148 (18 )  78 (e )  117 (18 )
66(22) 77 (L2) 160(22)
78 (8 )  26 (10 )  91 (9 )

141 (11 )  65 (7 )  63 (6 )
L27 (L5) 9s(11) Lz9(L4)

74 (10) 26(12) 123(9)

81 (17 )  64 (L7 )  49 (11 )
40(28) 58(26) rL6(24)

L27 (r5)  44(L2) 126(10)

143 (8 )  74 (s )  57  (6 )
Lz8(24) e9(19) t26(24)
82(18) 20(23) L24(L7)

u9 (s 3)  130 (s 8)  40 (57)
96(31) 132(51) LL7(42)

148 (13 )  7L (L2 )  117 (13 )

l s l ( 10 )  81 (s )  114 (10 )
72(L3) 89 (10) r -se (r -1)
76 (7 )  21 (8 )  103 (9 )
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Table 4. Rosenhahnite: interatomic distances (A) and angles (') (with standard deviations in parentheses)
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C a (  1 )

2 -  3r9 (2)
2 . 6 0 8  ( 2 )
2 . 4 4 8 ( 2 )
2.38r(2)
2 . 6 1 8 ( 2 )
2  -  4 7  2 ( 2 )
2 . 3 2 2 ( 2 )
2 . 4 5 3

PoLyhed?on

0 ( 1 )  -  c a (
o ( 4 )  -  c a (
o ( 4 )  -  c a (
o ( 4 )  -  c A (
o ( 4 )  -  c a (
o ( a )  -  c a (
o ( 5 )  -  c a (
o ( s )  -  c a (
o ( s )  -  c a (
o ( 5 )  -  c a (

b L I l l  -  l e t r a n e d o n

ca( ] )  -  0 (1)
_  o ( 4 )
_  o ( 5 )
-  0 (6)
-  o ( 7 )
_  o ( 8 )
_  o(10)

Mean

o ( 1 )  - o ( 8 )  3 3 2 3 ( 2 )
0 ( 8 )  -  0 ( 6 )  3 . 1 7 9 ( 2 )
o ( 8 ) - o ( 1 0 )  2 6 3 9 ( 2 )
o ( 1 0 )  -  o ( 4 )  4 . 3 8 1 ( 2 )
o ( 4 )  -  o ( 1 )  2 . 5 5 3 ( 2 )
o ( s )  -  o ( 1 )  3 - 0 4 2 ( 2 )
o ( 5 )  -  o ( 8 )  3 . 0 9 3 ( 2 )
o ( 5 )  -  0 ( 6 )  3 . 4 0 2 ( 2 )
o ( s )  -  o ( 1 0 )  3 . 1 1 4 ( 2 )
o ( s )  -  o ( 4 )  2 . 6 8 1 ( 2 )
0 ( / )  -  0 ( 1 )  4 . 0 2 6 ( 2 \
o ( 7 )  -  o ( 8 )  4 . 2 2 8 ( 2 '
o ( 7 )  -  0 ( 6 )  2 . 6 9 6 ( 2 )
o ( 7 )  - o ( 1 0 )  2 6 5 8 ( 2 )
o ( 7 )  -  o ( 4 )  2 . 5 3 0 ( 2 >
o ( 1 0 )  - o ( 1 )  3 s 5 7 ( 2 )

-  0 ( 4 )  6 2 . 1 1 ( s )
-  o ( 5 )  7 9 - 2 6 ( 6 )
-  0 ( 6 )  1 6 6 . 1 s ( 6 )
-  o ( 7 )  1 0 9 . 1 1 ( 6 )
-  o ( 8 )  8 7 . 3 ( 5 )
-  0 ( 1 0 )  1 0 0 . 0 7 ( 6 )
-  o ( 5 )  r 3 4 . 9 0 ( s )
-  0 ( 6 )  1 2 3 . 8 7 ( 5 )
-  o ( 7 )  5 7 . 9 L ( 5 )
-  o ( 8 )  7 8 . 2 5 ( s )
-  o ( 1 0 )  1 2 5 . 3 s ( 6 )
-  0 ( 6 )  8 9 . s 7 ( 5 )
-  o ( 7 )  1 6 6 . 5 3 ( s )
-  o ( 8 )  7 7 . 8 9 ( 5 )
-  o ( r 0 )  8 1 . 4 7 ( 6 )
-  o ( 7 )  8 3 . 4 4 ( s )
-  o ( 8 )  8 1 . 8 3 ( 6 )
-  o ( r 0 )  8 6 . 2 0 ( 6 )
-  o ( 8 )  1 1 2 . 2 8 ( 5 )
-  o ( 1 0 )  8 6 . s 7 ( s )
-  o ( 1 0 )  1 5 5 . 1 4 ( 6 )

8 2 . 7 1  ( 6 )
1 0 6 . 1 6 ( 6 )

7 9 . 0 6  (  6 )
1 6 8 . 8 7 ( 6 )
1 1 0 . 9 4 ( 5 )
1 6 6  - 4 7  ( 6 )
r o o . 9 9  ( 5 )

8 7  . 8 7  ( 6 )
7 9 . 3 7  ( 5 )
9 0 . 8 3 ( 6 )
8 4 .  l s  ( s  )
8 7 . 8 4  ( 5 )
9 6  9 2 ( 6 >

1 6 9 .  e 8  ( 6  )
7 9197 (6)

6 7  6 8 ( 6 )
8 2  . 8 0  ( s )

r 4 3 . 6 2 ( 6 )
r r 2 . 1  9  ( s \

5  8 . 4 8  ( s )
1 1 4  . 0 5  ( 6 )

8 2 . 0 3 ( 5 )
7 7 . 4 r ( 6 )

1 5 s . 5 5  ( 6 )
1 0 8 . 1 2  ( 6 )
1 6 3 . 8 5 ( 6 )

9 2 . r s  ( 6 )
7 7 . 7 9 ( 6 '
7 8 . 4 6 ( s )

1 0 3 . 9 1  ( 6 )
1 5 5 . 9 3 ( 6 )

7 7 . 8 0 ( 6 )
9 0 . 2 2 ( 6 )
8 9 . s 1 ( s )
7 8 . 1 1 ( 6 )

1 2 3 . 3 0  ( 5 )

s 1 ( 1 )  -  0 ( 1 )
-  o ( 2 )
-  o ( 3 )
-  o ( 4 )

Uean

o ( 1 )  -  o ( 2 )
0 ( 1 )  -  0 ( 3 )
o ( 1 )  -  o ( 4 )
o ( 2 )  -  o ( 3 )
o ( 2 )  -  o ( 4 )
o(3)  -  o (4)

Mean

s i ( 2 )  -  o ( 4 )
-  0 ( s )
-  0 ( 6 )
-  o ( i )

Mean

o ( 1 )  -  c a ( t )
o ( 1 )  -  c a ( l )
o ( 1 )  -  c a ( 1 )
0 ( 1 )  -  c a ( 1 )
o ( 1 )  -  c a ( r )

r-596(2)
r . 6 4 8 ( 2 '
1 . 6 0 6  ( 2 )
r . 6 3 9  ( 2 )
r . 6 2 2

2  - 7  0 4  ( 2 \
2 . 5 3 1  ( 2 )
2 . 5 5 3 ( 2 )
2 . 6 8 7  ( 2 )
2 . 5 7 3 ( 2 )
2 -7 22(2)
2 - 6 4 6

si(  2)

1 . 6 3 1  ( 2 )
L . 6 0 4  ( 2 )
1 . 6 1 5  ( 2 )
1 , - 5 7 7  ( 2 )
r , 6 3 2

Tetrahedvon

o (1 )
0 ( 1 )
o  (1 )
o(2)
0(2)
o(3)

0 ( 4 )
0 ( 4 )
0 ( 4 )
o (s )
0 ( s )
o (5 )

-  s i ( l )  -  0 (2)  112.89(10)
-  s r ( 1 )  -  o ( 3 )  r 1 0 . 9 3 ( 9 )
-  s 1 ( 1 )  -  o ( 4 )  1 0 4 . 2 4 ( 9 )
-  s i ( 1 )  -  0 ( 3 )  1 1 1 . 3 0 ( 9 )
-  s1(1)  -  o (4)  ro3 .0s(9)
-  s i ( r )  -  o ( 4 )  r 1 4 . 0 6 ( 9 )

l {ean  109.41

o ( 5 )  -  c a
0 ( 6 )  -  c a
0 ( 6 )  -  c a
o ( 7 )  -  C a
o ( 7 )  -  c a
0 ( 8 )  -  c a

-  s i ( 2 )  -  o ( 5 )  1 1 2 . 1 8 ( 9 )
-  s i ( 2 )  -  0 ( 6 )  1 0 9 . 0 r ( 9 )
-  s i ( 2 )  -  o ( 7 )  9 9 . 7 8 ( 9 )
-  s i ( 2 )  -  0 ( 6 )  1 1 4 . 3 8 ( 9 )
-  s i ( 2 )  -  o ( 7 )  1 r 0 . 5 2 ( 9 )
-  s i ( 2 )  -  o ( 7 )  1 0 9 . 8 9 ( 9 )

M e a n  1 0 9 , 3 l

Ca(D - 1ctaled?on

o ( 4 )  -  o ( s )  2 . 6 8 4 ( 2 )
o ( 4 )  -  0 ( 6 )  2 . 6 4 3 ( 2 )
o ( 4 )  -  o ( 7 )  2 . 5 3 0 ( 2 )
o ( 5 )  -  0 ( 6 )  2 . 7 0 6 ( 2 )
o ( s )  -  0 ( 7 )  2 . 6 9 8 ( 2 )
0 ( 6 )  -  o ( 7 )  2 . 6 9 6 ( 2 )

M e a n  1 . a a o
c a ( 2 )  -  o ( 3 )  2 . 3 8 8 ( 2 ,

-  o ( s )  2 . 3 6 8 ( 2 )
-  0 ( 6 )  2 . 4 0 7 ( 2 )
-  o ( 9 )  2 - 3 0 s ( 2 )
-  o ( 1 0 )  2 . 3 8 8 ( 2 )
-  o ( 1 0 - )  2 . s 0 7 ( 2 '

Mean 2 394

o ( 3 )  -  o ( s )  3 . 1 4 4 ( 2 )
o ( s )  - o ( 1 0 )  3 3 0 0 ( 2 )
o ( 1 0 )  -  0 ( 6 )  3 . 2 L 3 ( 2 )
0 ( 6 )  -  o ( 3 )  3 . 8 3 3 ( 2 )
o ( 1 0 - )  -  o ( 3 )  4 - 0 3 3 ( 2 )
o ( 1 0 - )  -  o ( 5 )  3 . r 1 4 ( 2 )
o ( 1 0 - )  -  o ( 1 0 )  2 - 9 7 2 ( 2 )
0 ( 1 0 - )  -  o ( 5 )  3 . 4 0 9 ( 2 )
o ( 9 )  -  0 ( 3 )  2 . 9 8 8 ( 2 )
o ( 9 )  -  o ( 5 )  3 . 6 0 6 ( 2 )
o ( 9 )  -  o ( 1 0 )  2 - 6 8 2 ( 2 )
0 ( e ) - 0 ( 6 )  3 3 5 7 ( 2 )

c a ( 3 )  -  o ( l - )  2 . 2 9 0 ( 2 >
-  o ( 1 )  2 . 9 1 1  ( 2 )
-  o ( 2 )  2 . 3 7 7  ( 2 )
- o(3-) 2 399(2')
-  o ( 3 )  2 . 4 0 s ( 2 )
-  o ( 5 )  2 . 5 6 3 ( 2 )
-  o ( 9 )  2  3 5 8 ( 2 )

o ( 1 )  -  o ( l ' , )  2 . 9 4 6 ( 3 )
o ( 1 )  -  o ( 9 )  3 . s 1 3 ( 2 )
o ( 1 )  -  o ( 2 )  3 . 0 6 3 ( 2 )
o ( r ) - o ( s )  3 0 4 2 ( 2 )
o ( 1 )  -  o ( 3 )  2 . 6 3 7 ( 2 )
o ( 1 - )  -  o ( 9 )  3 . 9 0 0 ( 2 )
o ( 9 )  -  o ( 2 )  3 . 4 r O ( 2 '
o ( 2 )  -  o ( s )  3 . r o s ( 2 )
o ( 5 ) - 0 ( 3 )  3 t - 4 t t ( 2 )
o ( 3 )  -  o ( 1 )  2 . 6 3 7 ( 2 \
o ( 3 )  -  o ( 1 - )  3 . 6 9 8 ( 2 )
o ( 3 - )  -  o ( 1 - )  2 . 6 3 1 ( 2 '
o ( 3 ' )  -  o ( 9 )  2 . 9 8 8 ( 2 '
0 ( 3 ' )  -  0 ( 2 )  2 . 6 8 7 ( 2 )
o ( 3 - ) - 0 ( s )  3 4 9 6 ( 2 )
0 ( 3 - )  -  0 ( 3 )  3 . 0 2 7 ( 3 )

o ( 3 )  - c a ( 2 )  - o ( 5 )
o ( 3 )  - c a ( 2 )  - o ( 6 )
o ( 3 ) - c a ( 2 ) - o ( e )
o ( 3 )  - c a ( 2 )  - o ( 1 0 )
0 ( 3 ) - c a ( 2 ) - 0 ( 1 0 - )
o ( 5 ) - c a ( 2 ) - 0 ( 6 )
o ( 5 ) - c a ( 2 ) - 0 ( 9 )
o ( s )  - c a ( 2 )  - 0 ( 1 0 )
o ( 5 )  - c a ( 2 )  - o ( 1 0 - )
0 ( 5 )  - c a ( 2 )  - o ( 9 )
o ( 6 ) - c a ( 2 ) - o ( 1 0 )
0 ( 6 ) - c a ( 2 ) - 0 ( 1 0 - )
o ( 9 ) - c a ( 2 ) - 0 ( 1 0 )
o ( 9 ) - c a ( 2 ) - o ( 1 0 - )
0 ( 1 0 )  - c a ( 2 )  - o ( 1 0 - )

Ca(3) -  Pal lhedtan

0 ( 1 )  - c a ( 3 )  - o ( 1 - )
o ( 1 ) - c a ( 3 ) - o ( 9 )
o ( r )  - c a ( 3 )  - o ( 2 )
o ( 1 ) - c a ( 3 ) - o ( s )
o ( 1 )  - c a ( 3 )  - 0 ( 3 )
o ( 1 ) - c a ( 3 ) - o ( 9 )
o ( 1 ) - c a ( 3 ) - o ( 2 )
o ( 1 )  - c a ( 3 )  - 0 ( 5 )
0 ( 2 )  - c a ( 3 )  - 0 ( 3 )
o ( 3 ) - c a ( 3 ) - o ( 9 )
o ( s ) - c a ( 3 ) - o ( 9 )
0 ( 9 ) - c a ( 3 ) - 0 ( 2 )
0 ( 2 )  - c a ( 3 )  - o ( 5 )
0 ( 5 ) - c a ( 3 ) - o ( 3 )
o ( 3 )  - c a ( 3 )  - o ( 1 ' )
o ( 3 - ) - c a ( 3 ) - o ( 1 ' )
o ( 3 - ) - c a ( 3 ) - o ( e )
o ( 3 - )  - c a ( 3 )  - o ( 2 )
o ( 3 ' )  - c a ( 3 )  - o ( s )
o ( 3 - ) - c a ( 3 ) - o ( 3 )
o ( 3 - ) - c a ( 3 ) - 0 ( 1 )

S : / 3 )  -  t a L r o a e d r m

s r ( 3 )  -  0 ( 7 )  r - 6 7 7 ( 2 )  o ( 7 )  -  s i ( 3 )  -  o ( 8 )  1 0 1 . 0 2 ( 8 )
-  o ( 8 )  L . 6 7 6 ( 2 '  o ( 7 )  -  s i ( 3 )  -  0 ( 9 )  1 1 3  0 2 ( 9 )
-  o ( 9 )  1  5 8 4 ( 2 )  o ( 7 )  -  s 1 ( 3 )  -  o ( 1 0 )  1 0 9 . 6 1 ( 9 )
-  0 ( 1 0 )  7  6 1 2 ( 2 )  o ( 8 )  -  s i ( 3 )  -  0 ( 9 )  1 1 1 . 4 0 ( 9 )

M e a n  L , 6 3 7  o ( 8 )  -  S i ( 3 )  -  0 ( 1 0 )  r o 5 . 7 7 ( 9 )

o ( 7 )  -  o ( 8 )  2 . 5 8 7 ( 2 )  0 ( 9 )  -  s i ( 3 )  -  o ( 1 0 )  1 1 4  0 8 ( 9 )

o ( 7 )  -  o ( 9 )  2 . 7 2 0 ( 2 >  M e a n  r o e ' 3 2

o ( 7 )  -  o ( 1 0 )  2 . 6 8 8 ( 2 '
o ( 8 )  -  c ( 9 )  2 . 6 9 4 ( 2 >
0 ( 8 )  -  o ( 1 0 )  2 . 6 3 9 ( 2 )
0 ( 9 )  - o ( 1 0 )  2 6 8 2 ( 2 )

Mean 2 668

Eldyagen Bonds

H ( 1 )  -  o ( 2 )  o - 7 4 ( s )  o ( 2 )  -  H ( r ) .  .  . o ( 8 )  1 7 2 ( 6 )
H ( 1 )  -  0 ( 8 )  1 . 9 4 ( s )
t o ( 2 )  -  o ( 8 ) l  2 . 6 8 r ( 2 )

H ( 2 )  -  o ( 8 )  0 . 9 9 ( 4 )  o ( 8 )  -  H ( 2 ) . . . 0 ( 6 )  1 7 6 ( 4 \
H ( 2 )  -  o ( 5 )  1 . 5 8 ( 4 )
l o ( 8 )  -  0 ( 6 ) l  2 . s 1 5 ( 2 )

H ( 1 )  -  H ( 2 )  2 . t - 6 ( 6 )

Cation-Cation Dtstances <3.54 Si-Si-Si and Si-A-Si Angles

s i ( r )  -  s i ( 2 )  3 . 1 2 6 8 ( 8 )  s 1 ( 1 )  -  s i ( 2 )  -  s r ( 3 >  r 2 1  - r 7 ( 2 ,
s i ( 2 )  -  s i ( 3 )  3 . 0 1 s 0 ( 8 )  s i ( l )  -  o ( 4 )  -  s 1 ( 2 )  1 4 6 . 0 5 ( 1 1 )
c a ( 1 )  -  c a ( 2 )  3 . 4 6 4 4 ( 6 )  s 1 ( 2 )  -  o ( 7 )  -  s i ( 3 )  1 2 8 . 0 2 ( 1 0 )
c a ( l )  -  s i ( 1 )  3 . 0 8 9 5 ( 8 )

-  s i ( 2 )  3 . 4 5 7 2 ( 7 >
-  s l ( 2 - )  3 . 3 4 9 4 ( 8 )
-  s i ( 3 )  3  4 4 9 6 ( 7 \

c a ( 2 )  -  s i ( 2 )  3 . 3 7 7 a ( 7 ,
-  s i ( 3 )  3 . 4 2 4 r ( 7 )

c a ( 3 )  -  s i ( 1 )  3 . 1 s 8 8 ( 7 )

age of 2.4734. If the long Ca(3)-O(l) bond (2.917 A)
is neglected, the Ca(3)O, polyhedron can also be
described as a distorted octahedron. The Ca(3)O,
polyhedron is then a distorted octahedron with an
additional oxygen atom O(l) occurring above the
octahedral face, O(l )-O(9)-O(3).

The three-dimensional framework

The Ca(2)O" octahedron shares two opposite edges
0(6)-0(10) and O(3)-O(5), with two adjacent

Ca( I )O' and Ca(3)Oz polyhedra, respectively, to
form a l inear polyhedral trimer (Fig. 3). Two such
trimers are joined together into a hexamer by sharing
additional polyhedral edges; thus Ca(l)O, and
Ca(2)O. polyhedra belonging to one trimer share two
O(5)-O(10)  edges wi th the Ca(2 ' )Ou and Ca( l ' )O,
polyhedra respectively, which belong to the other
trimer (Fig. 3).

Such polyhedral hexamers are parallel to [ 10].
These hexamers are cross-linked by Ca(3)O, poly-
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Fig. L The hydroxylated trisilicate group, SirOr(OH), in rosenhahnite. The silicon and oxygen atoms are represented by thermal
ellipsoids, and the hydrogen atoms by spheres.

hedra sharing two O(l)-O(l') edges on either side
along the c direction (Fig. 3 ). The hexamers are cross-
linked further by the SisOs(OH), groups. The
Si(3)OaOH tetrahedron shares corners O(7) and O(9)
with Ca(l)- and Ca(2)-polyhedra belonging to the
hexamer above and the O(10) corner, which is com-
mon between Ca(l)- and Ca(2)-polyhedra below
(Fig. a). The Si(2)O. tetrahedron shares the tetrahe-
dral edge O(4)-O(7) with Ca(l)-polyhedron above
and O(5), a corner common between Ca(l)- and
Ca(2)-polyhedra below. The Si(1)-O'OH tetrahe-
dron shares the tetrahedral edge O(a)-O(l) with

Ca(l)-polyhedron and edge O(l)-O(3) with Ca(3)-
polyhedron. A stereoscopic view of the three-dimen-
sional framework structure is shown in Figure 5.

Discussion

The trisilicate group, Sisolo, has been found in a
number of synthetic and naturally-occurring silicates.
Trisilicate groups with point symmetry m occur in
ardennite, a manganese silicate (Donnay and All-
mann, 1968), in kinoite, a copper-calcium silicate
(Laughon, l97l), and in KrYSirOr(OH), (Maksimov
et al., 1968). T'O'o groups with point symmetry z,

Fig .2 .  Apar t ia l  v iewof thes t ruc ture ,showingthe t r i s i l i ca tegroupshydrogenbondedthroughH( l ) in to l inearcha ins ;  thehydrogen
atom H(2) bonds two adjacent trisilicate groups across a symmetry center into dimers.
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Fig. 3. A partial view of the structure, showing the calcium polyhedra.
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consisting of a central SiO, tetrahedron sharing cor-
ners with two terminal (Si,Al)On tetrahedra, occur in
kornerupine, a Mg,Al silicate (Moore and Bennett,
1968). On the other hand, SirOro groups with point
symmetry 2 have been found in NanCdz(SLOro) (Sim-
onov et al., 1968) and in NazCas(SisOro) (Treuschni-
kov et al., l97l). A Sisolo group with mm2 poinl
symmetry has not to our knowledge been reported.

In thalenite, Ys(Si3OroXOH) (Kornev et al.,1972),
the trisilicate group exhibits point symmetry I as in
rosenhahnite. The electronegativity difference be-
tween the bonded atoms indicates that the bonding
within the trisilicate group in rosenhahnite is consid-
erably more covalent than that between the oxygen
atoms of the group and the Ca ions. A similar situa-
tion probably obtains in thalenite. In both structures,
the non-tetrahedral cations are asymmetrically dis-
tributed around the trisilicate ion. As a result, the ion
is distorted from ideal mm2 conformation to satisfy
the packing and bonding requirements of both the
non-tetrahedral cations and the trisilicate ion. This
distortion affects both the Si-O bond lengths and
O-Si-O and Si-O-Si valence angles.

Molecular orbital theory predicts that the dis-
tortions in the valence angles should have an impor-
tant effect on the electronic structure of the ion, i.e.,
the wave-functions of the molecular orbitals charac-
terizing the bonds involved in the wider valence angles
should be stabilized relative to those involved in the
narrower angles (Louisnathan and Gibbs, 1972). In

other words, the theory predicts larger Si-O bond
overlap populations, n(Si-O), for the bonds involved
in the wider valence angles. If we consider n(Si-O) as
a crude measure of the electron density in the Si-O
bond, then we may expect the shorter bonds to in-
volve the wider angles. The Si-O bond Iengths re-
corded for the trisilicate group in rosenhahnite con-

Fig 4. A fragment ofthe structure, showing the bonding ofthe

trisilicate group with the calcium polyhedra.
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Fig.5.  Astereoscopicviewofthethree-dimensional f ramework,consist ingofcalc iumpolyhedraandhydroxylatedtr is i l icategroups.

form with this prediction, as shown by Figure 6,
where the shorter bonds are seen to involve the
wider O-Si-O angles. We also observe that the two
bonds involved in the wider Si(l)-O(4)-Si(2) angle
(146.06") are also significantly shorter (1.639, 1,631
A) than those (1.677 A) involved in the narrower
Si(2)-O(7)-Si(3) angle (127.07"). To gain additional
insight into the connection between the valence an-
gles and bond lengths in the trisilicate group, ex-
tended Hiickel molecular orbital (EHMO) calcu-
lations were completed for a [SisO,r]8- ion with all
the Si-O bond lengths clamped at 1.63 A and with the
O-Si-O and Si-O-Si angles fixed as observed for

r.68

r.66

t .60

106 t08 ilo n2
(  0-s i -0  )3(o)

Fig. 6. Scatter diagram of the observed Si-O bond lengths,
d(Si-O), plotted against (O-Si-O)r, the average of the three
O-Si-O angles common to each bond.

rosenhahnite. Figure 7 shows that the resulting
r(Si-O) values correlate with the observed Si-O bond
lengths, shorter bonds tending to involve larger bond
overlap populations. When calculations are made
with the constraints that all Si-O bond lengths equal
1.63 A, all the O-Si-O angles equal 109.47", and both
Si-O-Si angles equal 180o, the resulting n(Si-O) val-
ues predict that all the Si-O bond lengths should be
nearly equal in length. Hence, by using the observed
angles in the calculation, we believe that the resulting
n(Si-O) values include some of the extrinsic effects of
the non-tetrahedral Ca ions, which distort the ion by
altering its valence angles. Studies by Smith (1953)
and Baur (1961, 1970) show that the Si-O bond
lengttr variations in the tetrahedral portion of a sili-
cate correlate with the bond strength sum to oxygen.
In fact, the strong correlation found for the pyrosili-
cates led Baur (1971) to conclude that "it is not
permissible to neglect the influence of the non-tet-
rahedral cations on the silicon-oxygen bond length."
However, the results obtained for rosenhahnite and
other silicates (Gibbs et al., 1972, 1974) suggest as a
first approximation that the non-tetrahedral cations
may be neglected, provided the observed valence an-
gles of the silicate are incorporated into the calcu-
lation.

As mentioned earlier, the Si-OH(nbr) bonds in the
trisilicate group are -0.03 A longer than the
Si-O(nbr) bonds. An EHMO calculation completed
for [Si'O'(OH)r]'- gave r(Si-OH) values for the
Si(l)-O(2)H and Si(3)-O(8)H bonds reduced by
about l0 percent from the n(Si-O) values calculated
for the Si(l)-O(2) and Si(3)-O(8) bonds in the
[SisOlo]8- ion. Since the overlap populations for the
Si-OH bond (-0.44) are less than those calculated
for the Si-O(br) bonds (-0.47), theory predicts that

<

? t.e+
e
- 

t.62

\ r  =  0 .83

a

a
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r.68

r.66

t.64

1.62

r.60

046 048 0.50
n(Si -O)

Fig. 7. Scatter diagram of the observed Si-O bond lengths,

d(Si-O), plotted against n (Si-O), the M ulliken bond overlap popu-

lation. The n(Si-O) values were calculated for a SLOIS- ion with all

bond lengths clamped at L63A, and the valence angles set at those

observed for rosenhahnite.

the Si-OH bonds be longer than the Si-O(br) bonds.
In rosenhahnite, the mean Si-OH bond length (1.662
A) is slightly longer then the mean Si-O(br) bond
length (1.656 A).

Summary and conclusions

(l) The crystal structure of rosenhahnite consists
of three crystallographically-independent Ca-poly-
hedra and a hydroxylated trisilicate group.

(2) The trisilicate group, [SiaOE(OH)r] with point
symmetry l, consists of a central SiOo tetrahedron
sharing corners with two terminal SiOs(OH) tetra-
hedra. The Si-OH(nbr) bonds (av.1.662 A) are sig-
nificantly longer than the Si-O(nbr) bonds (av. 1.603
A); the Si-O(br) bonds average 1.656 A. The two
Si-O-Si angles are 146.1 and 128.0'.

(3) Lack of symmetry in the trisilicate group and
differences in the dimensions of the three silicate tet-
rahedra are the result of bonding of the terminal
oxygen atoms with asymmetrically distributed cal-
cium atoms around the trisilicate group.

(a) The Si-O bond length variations within the

[SisO8(OH)r] group may be rationalized in terms of a
Mulliken population analysis calculated for a

[Siso,o]t- ion with all the Si-O bond lengths clamped
at 1.63 A and the angles set at those observed for the
group in rosenhahnite.
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