
From the Preface 

Industrial minerals and rocks are Earth materials utilized because of their characteristic 
physical and/or chemical properties and not because of their metal content and which 
are not energy sources. According to this definition they cover a broad spectrum of 
minerals and rocks which form at all geological environments. The relative importance 
of industrial minerals to the economy of the various countries reflects the economic 
maturity of that country and today they constitute the most important raw materials 
exploited in the developed industrialized countries. The unit value of many industrial 
minerals is small compared to that of metals and depends on the geographic site from 
which they are extracted, i.e. they have a large place value. The small unit value also 
dictates the extent of processing and beneficiation. As they are used by the industry 
because of their physical and chemical properties, different industrial minerals may 
often compete for the same applications. In some cases the industrial practice requires 
production of synthetic industrial minerals, such as zeolites and diamonds, with tailored 
properties and therefore high added value. Due to increasing environmental awareness, 
there is need for utilization of waste materials from mining activities, which are also in 
the mineral form and can thus be considered as industrial minerals. The economic 
significance of industrial minerals is expected to increase further in the future. 
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